Case: Factor Analysis 

Political Efficacy

Campel et al. (1954): Political Efficacy is the feeling that individual political action does have, or can have, an impact upon political process.

Observed (measured) variables:


NOSAY: People like me have “no say” in what the government does

VOTING: Voting is the only way that people like me can have “any say” about how 

the government runs things.

COMPLEX: Sometimes politics and government seem so complicated that a person like me cannot really understand what is going on

NOCARE: I don’t think that public officials care much about what people like me think

TOUCH: Generally speaking, those we elect to Parliament lose touch with people pretty quickly

INTEREST: Parties are only interested in people’s votes but not in their opinions

1 = Strongly agree, 2 = Agree, 3 = Disagree, 4 = Disagree strongly, 8 = Don’t know and 9 = No answer.

Use the data set in the file Efficord.psf
